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“PARDI-GRAS 2011” HANDBOOK

The purpose of this handbook is to hopefully answer some of the questions that you might have while participating in our “Pardi-Gras” event:

Registration

What we call “registration” is really more like “checking in” for most of you. The fact is, you were already registered once you submitted your payment, and sent us your info. When you get to the French Quarter though, you’ll want to pick up your all-access badge, goodie bag, and event t-shirt. There are only certain times you’ll be able to do that:

Thursday    6:15pm-9pm

Friday         12pm-2pm


Saturday    12pm-2pm

This “check-in” procedure takes place at The Bourbon Orleans (St. Ann room) on Thursday & Friday, and at the Bourbon Street Pardi on Saturday.

We also have what we call “on-site” registration, at the same location. This is for anyone who did not register before coming to New Orleans, but who wants to buy a single day wrist band. We’ll accept cash, checks, or credit cards for single day wrist bands during those time periods.

What do I do if I’m already registered, but I won’t be in New Orleans till Friday afternoon?  If you’ll be arriving after 2pm on Friday, you will be able to get into all of the events between 3pm and 6pm without your credentials. However, you will not be able to get into the the Tropical Isle #2 (upstairs), or into Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Cafe later that night. At the Tropical Isle, we’ll have a Pardi-Gras volunteer at the door who will have a list of everyone who is registered, but who hasn’t checked in yet. Once you’ve identified yourself, you’ll be given a wristband, that will allow you access to all events for the rest of the evening. To get your t-shirt, goodie bag, and badge, you’ll have to come to The Bourbon Orleans between noon and 2pm on Saturday.

What if I’m not registered, but I want to come to the Friday evening parties?  We will have single day registration available for Friday only. You can purchase that single day registration on-line (in advance) or at the registration area between noon and 2pm. Single day registration for Friday will not be available on site after 2pm.
What if I’m already registered, but I won’t be in New Orleans till Saturday ?
I can’t imagine that there will be too many of you in this situation, but in case you do arrive after Friday, please see the Pardi-Gras volunteers at the Bourbon Street Pardi, on Saturday. You’ll be given your badge, t-shirt, and goodie bag.

What if I’m not registered,  but I want to come to the Saturday  parties? Just like Friday night, We will have single day registration available for Saturday only. You can purchase that single day registration on-line (in advance) or at the registration area between noon and 2pm. Single day registration for Saturday will not be available on site after 2pm.
Venue locations

Want to know where this is all happening? It’s all in The French Quarter baby!

Bourbon Orleans Hotel – 711 Orleans (corner of Bourbon and Orleans)
Tropical Isle #1 –  600 Bourbon Street (corner of Bourbon and Toulouse)

Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café – 1104 Decatur Street  (French Market area)

Tropical Isle #2  – 721 Bourbon Street (corner of Bourbon and Orleans)

Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop – 941 Bourbon Street

The Gazebo Café – 1018 Decatur Street
Events

Wednesday, Jan. 12 – “Pre-Party” at 7pm at Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Cafe

Thursday, Jan. 13 – If you arrive early on Thursday, the afternoon would be a great time to check into your hotel, familiarize yourself with the Quarter, and run any errands that you might have. Don’t forget the Radio Margaritaville Happy Hour from 3pm-6pm. That takes place downstairs at JB’s Margaritaville Café. It’ll be a special broadcast, and audience participation is encouraged! You’ll get to meet several of the musicians who’ll be performing at Pardi-Gras, as they are interviewed on the air. Registration doesn’t start until 6:15pm, so you won’t need badges to get in. Thursday evening features a welcome toast at 6:30pm, cash bar, and live music at The Bourbon Orleans. 

Friday, Jan. 14 – The first of two “themed” days. The theme for Friday is “Mardi Gras.” We encourage everyone to get into the Big Easy spirit, and wear your best Mardi Gras gear (your Pardi Gras t-shirt will do nicely). Bring your Mardi Gras beads from home if you have any, or buy some at registration…you’ll need them for the parade that night. Directly after lunch-time registration, there is a show at Tropical Isle #2 (Bourbon & Orleans) upstairs. At 3 pm, the first of two shows takes place at the Tropical Isle #1.  And, for those of you so inclined, at 4pm we’ll commence the world famous “Bourbon Street Pub Crawl”. It’s two hours of highly competitive drinking on the world’s most famous party street! It winds up at the Tropical Isle #2, where we’ll have our Mardi Gras Mambo party. That concludes with the Crowning of the Pardi-Gras King and Queen, (on the balcony, at 8:00). Afterwards, we’ll head downstairs for the much anticipated Pardi-Gras Parade. This is where you’ll need your beads, to throw to the crowds along the route. The parade concludes at Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shoppe, where we’ll have “ Monte Tolar’s Pirate Toast”. Afterwards, we’ll be treated to a concert by PHINS at Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Cafe   

Saturday, Jan. 15 – The second of two themed days. The theme for Saturday is “Tropical Party”.  Again, we encourage everyone to get into the spirit, and dress up in your best or most outrageous tropical attire! This is a big day, because we’ll be closing off Bourbon Street, and having a huge party in the middle of the 700 block of Bourbon! We’re gonna party in the street from noon until 5:30pm. Bring your cameras...it’s outrageous! Afterwards, we’ll be treated to a very special “dinner” show with John Reno, at the Gazebo Café (1018 Decatur St.). Then it’s over to Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café for another great concert, from Corned Beef & Curry.
Sunday, Jan. 16 – The day starts with brunch at Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café. Brunch and live music start at 9am, with Thom Shepherd performing. Seating on the ground floor is limited to folks who purchased brunch tickets in advance. If you did not purchase buffet tickets, but want to hear the music, seating will be available upstairs, to badge holders only. At 11:15am, there will be an open mic hour at the Tropical Isle #2, followed by live performances by Hugo Duarte, Kelly McGuire, Sunny Jim, and Jerry Diaz. Pardi-Gras “officially” ends at 6pm. However, there will be more live music at both Tropical Isles, and Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café.

Most of the Pardi-Gras volunteer krewe will be leaving Sunday eveninig, but we know that a lot of you will be staying in New Orleans a little longer because of Martin Luther King’s birthday (holiday on Monday) Have a safe trip home!

Discounts

Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Store and  The Margaritaville Café are both extending a 20% discount on purchases made by Pardi-Gras badge holders

T-Shirts

There may be a limited number of extra Pardi-Gras t-shirts available for purchase.  They won’t necessarily be available in all sizes, and they will be sold on a first come basis. They are $25 each. Inquire at the registration table.

Fund-Raising

In keeping with the Parrot Head mantra of “party with a purpose”, we will be raising money for charity. Prizes will be on display at the St. Ann Room at the Bourbon Orleans (where you register) throughout the weekend. Pardi-Gras volunteers will be selling raffle tickets throughout the weekend, for those prizes . This year, the two designated charities are “COPS 8” (an organization that helps out New Orleans Police officers)_and the New Orleans Musicians’ Clinic. As their name implies, they provide medical services for free to local New Orleans musicians. Be sure to keep a few bucks handy to buy some raffle tickets. It’s a great way to help raise money, and a chance to win some great prizes.

Eats

Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café – Great food, great atmosphere, discounts! Don’t forget they serve breakfast from 9am-11am.

Tropical Isle #1 – great food, and fast!  Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

The Orleans Grapevine – Pam and Earl’s fine dining restaurant. Half a block from the Tropical Isle #2, at 720 Orleans Street.

Please support these folks; they are sponsors of our event!  

Sponsors

Pardi-Gras 2008 is sponsored by The Tropical Isle locations, Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Café & Store, The Orleans Grapevine, The Funky Pirate, 4 Orange Vodka, Radio Margaritaville, I Love Trop Rock! and Red Bull Energy Drink. Please support these organizations, and let ‘em know that you appreciate their help!

Save these dates for next year
Pardi-Gras 2012: Jan. 12-15, 2012
A little “History” lesson

Pardi Gras is probably the largest privately organized  Parrot Head event in the country. It is open to anyone with a little “pirate” in their soul, and a smile on their face! It began in December, 1997, and was originally called the “Beach Balls and Alcohol” weekend. That first year, the only performance was by the band “Key West”. About 50 people huddled into a place called The Rendon Inn (an old airplane hangar near Tulane Univeristy), on a very cold December night. It was brutal!

The very next year (1998), the name was changed to “Meeting of the Mind-less”, a reference to the fact that the national Parrot Head convention originally started right here in New Orleans.

In 2001, the event was moved to January. In 2003, the name was changed again, to “Pardi Gras”. That’s when we decided to incorporate the Mardi Gras theme into the event. We think we’ll stick with this name for a while!

Some of the musicians who have appeared at our event over the years include Key West, John Reno, Brent Burns, Late as Usual, Joe Bennett, The Islanders, Bad Monkeys, Ocean Breeze, Jim Hoehn, Jim Morris, Louisiana’s Island Fever, Hanna’s Reef, Latitude, Larry Joe Taylor, Kelly McGuire, Sunny Jim, Keith Sykes, Wes Loper, Gene Mitchell, the Flora Bama Band, Eric Stone, Stars on the Water, Coconut Dave, Triggerfish, Phins, The Boat Drunks, Troy Allan, Mo Brothers, Dennis Davis, Corned Beef & Curry, Sam Rainwater, Thom Shepherd, Bob Karwin, and myself, Jerry Diaz. New to Pardi Gras this year are Hugo Duarte, The Calypso Nuts, Jack Mosley, Dennis McCaughey, and Southbound. It’s been a pleasure to work with some of the finest musicians in the country, many of whom I have now become good friends with . A special “honorable mention” goes out to John Reno, who has appeared every year of this event, except the very first one.

“Local Knowledge” (A Few Insider Tips)

1. Pub Crawl – pace yourself! You can get really sh _t- faced in two hours, if you’re not careful! You don’t have to drink triple shots at every bar that has 3 for 1 drinks…

2. Mardi Gras parade – bring (or buy) some beads! You’ll want some to throw during the parade. It’s the best part about being in one!

3. Seating – this is a huge party folks, with lots of booze, and lots of entertainment! Most of the events will have limited seating. Get into the party!  We just wanted you to know that in advance… 

4. See the “Quarter” – take a little time if you can, to check out some of those “out-of-the-way” places in the French Quarter. Ask a local! (I used to list some of MY favorite “unknown” places to visit in the Quarter. Then they started getting crowded! So I’m not going to do that anymore…)

5. Bring a camera – lots of great photo “opps”, I promise! Be sure to e-mail me your BEST, and MOST outrageous pics, after you get back home. The website pubclub.com always wants some photos from us, but they have to be outrageous!

The Bourbon Street Pub Crawl
Pub Crawl Schedule / Friday, Jan. 14
	Time
	Bar
	Address
	Specials?
	Live Music?

	4:00-
4:15
	Beach on Bourbon
	227 Bourbon
	3 for 1 drinks
	No

	4:20-
4:35
	Famous Door
	339 Bourbon
	3 for 1 drinks
	Yes

	4:40-
4:45
	Tropical Isle
(Small Bar)
	435 Bourbon
	FREE
SHOTS
	No

	4:50-
5:05
	Razzoo's
	511 Bourbon
	3 for 1 drinks
	No

	5:10-

5:25
	Bourbon Cowboy Too
	516 Bourbon
	3 for 1

drinks
	No

	5:30-
5:45
	Tropical Isle Bayou Club
	611 Bourbon
	3 for 1 drinks
	Yes

	5:50
	Tropical Isle #2
	727 Bourbon
	3 for 1 drinks
	Yes


So what's the Bourbon Street Pub Crawl? Well, if you've ever been to Pardi Gras before, you don't need to read any further. However, for those of you "virgins" to the Pub Crawl, here's what it's all about: We start (as a group) at the first bar, and EVERYONE participating in the Pub Crawl has to have at least one drink while we're there. And as you can see by the schedule above, we're not there for very long! So you have to drink fast, and be ready to move on to the next bar, where we repeat the process. As long as you drink at every bar, you're allowed to participate. If you can't keep up, you have to drop out. We go from bar to bar AS A GROUP, so keep your ears open (we'll have a megaphone) and your eyes (we'll have a Pardi Gras pole leading the procession). 
Note: You may want to "team up" with a friend or two to complete the Pub Crawl this year. Most of the bars on the Crawl offer "3 for 1" drinks while we're doing this. You can save money (and your brain cells) by sharing the drinks
Where is the St. Ann room?

The St. Ann room is where registration will take place. It is inside the Bourbon Orleans Hotel. It can be reached from inside the lobby of the hotel. It would be best to ask directions from the hotel staff. It can also be reached directly from the outside, with an entrance on St. Ann Street. There will be a Pardi-Gras sign in front of the room, on St. Ann Street.
In addition to registration, the St. Ann room is also where the raffle prizes will be on display. 

Raffle Tickets, and Raffle Drawings

We will be selling raffle tickets on Thursday, Friday, and on Saturday until 3pm. All prizes will be drawn for on Saturday afternoon. The numbers will be posted in the St. Ann room, after the drawing. 

We will also be having a silent auction on some of the items on display in the St. Ann room, and a live auction for 2-3 of the bigger items. It will all be handled at the Street Pardi on Saturday afternoon.
Monte Tolar’s Pirate Toast – what is it?
Many of you knew our good friend Monte Tolar. For those of you who didn’t, he was a transplanted Texan, who most recently resided in Atlanta, GA. Monte passed from this world just a few weeks ago.  

In 2006, on a whim, I asked Monte to put together something special....a “pirate’s toast”, at Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shoppe. The reason? Because it was a Friday, the 13th, AND it was full moon. So he did, and it was very cool!

Monte was not able to attend Pardi-Gras in 2007, because he was fulfilling his service obligations to the US Navy, in Iraq. But we wanted to continue the “tradition” that we started in 2006, so we asked someone who we knew had a great pirate outfit, Earl Sanders ( aka “Dammit Earl”), “filled-in” for Monte. Since Earl agreed to do it, we asked Monte to write a suitable toast for us to recite that year. While Monte was researching (he did that) to write a toast, he uncovered an unbelievable story.  I’ll let Monte tell you in his own words. I received the following e-mail from him in 2007:

“I have a friend, Mark Davis, who is stationed across the river on the West  Bank Naval Support Facilities Center. He has been studying at Xavier Univeristy for 3  years, minus a little flooding. Before the storm they managed to relocate a lot of archives, you may have read about the efforts.

 Mark has been working on a thesis about the end of the Battle of 1812 and filling in big gaps in the history of what happened and how the city kept  up the "underground" Mardi Gras tradition. It's been documented to some extent that Lafitte was loyal to Napoleon, but also felt very strongly about his adopted home in NOLA. What we do know is that New Orleans came under the US flag in 1803, but masked festivals were still banned until 1827. What is not known is how they kept up the Mardi Gras traditions.

 Well as they have been restoring the archives and cataloguing everything  (most of the catalogues were damaged/destroyed while the actual documents were saved) they have found a small treasure of historical documents from that period. There is a lot to go through, but he was sharing some of this interesting stuff with me. It started with how they discovered references to another festivity that they originally put in the 'Mardi Gras' files to go through. Upon closer examination by a French exchange student under the guidance of my friend Mark, they soon learned that the documents spoke of the "Charte-Partie Gras".

 Apparently the documents are from a vendor/smuggler who ran guns for the French and Americans. He got called to action, per se, by Lafitte himself for the battle, and describes how they danced in the rare full moon light as  they reveled in the streets un-masked in celebration of the first year  anniversary of the battle.

 Lafitte brought them all together and proclaimed them all charter members of the group that found victory over the Spaniards. In the spirit of the celebration of 'Fat Tuesday', aka Mardi Gras and everything it stands for, he coined the party” Charte-Partie Gras”.

 Rather amazing, isn't this? I have just begun to explain to Mark about Pardi-Gras, and he isn't believing it exists. I gave him the website and told him to check it out for himself!”

 Cheers,
 Montemon


It is rather amazing, isn’t it? When I read Monte’s story, it started to freak me out. To think that Jean Lafitte himself threw a party at the Blacksmith Shoppe on a full-moon Friday the 13th, just as we did in 2006, is incredible. But the fact that it was called “Charte Partie-Gras” is scary stuff. Almost enough to make me believe in reincarnation!

Many of you are aware that we lost Monte recently, along with two other good friends and supporters of Pardi-Gras; David “Coconut Dave” Waugh, and Troy Allan. This year, we will have toasts to all THREE of our departed friends. Our “toasters” include Earl Sanders, Brian Watson, and Don Walker. Music will be provided by John Reno.
So don’t miss “Monte Tolar’s Pirate Toast” at Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shoppe on Friday night Maybe we can conjure up the spirits of Jean Lafitte, Monte, Dave, and Troy together again!
Dr. Joe Wong
New to Pardi-Gras this year will be our own version of “universal health care”. Our own doctor (Dr. Joe Wong) will be writing prescriptions to those of you who are “stressed out”, “under the weather”, or just plain ol’ “have a bug up your ass”. These prescriptions will be redeemable at the Tropical Isle location noted in the prescription that he writes for you. You’ll know Dr. Joe; he’ll be the one in the white lab coat. Go see him if you are feeling bad. (Or, we might send you to see him, if we think you need it!)







“The Ultimate French Quarter Party!”


�

































































